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                                                                                                                 Bratislava, February 5, 2017



Dear Mr. President,

Warm greetings from Slovakia!
First of all, accept, please, our congratulations to your election to the highest constitutional function of Austria, the close neighbour of Slovakia. After the bad news from the UK, Poland, Turkey, Syria, Italy, Russia and the US, your election success is finally good news in the world of politics.

We are very pleased that the Austrian president has become a personality who actively shares democratic and humanistic values that underpin European civilization alongside with the “green” respect and appreciation for nature and the Earth. We are also pleased to see, that it is in the Central Europe – a region, which generated so much evil and tragedies over the last 
century – where for the first time in the history of humankind the head of state became a representative of the green values and political philosophy.
We do not need to remind you, Mr. President, how challenging is the situation not only in your home country but also in the whole Central Europe. Austria´s  Visegrad group neighbours – Slovakia, Hungary, and the Czech Republic, are represented and led by politicians like Viktor Orban,  Robert Fico or Milos Zeman. Their controversial and sometimes even cynical 
positions and policies do not concern only the refugees, but also nature conservation, environment, nuclear security, territorial integrity of Ukraine among other things. Examples include the efforts of Hungary to build a new, Moscow - financed NPP in Paks, recent memorandum on cooperation in promoting the construction of the Danube - Oder - Elbe canal or marginalisation of environmental issues in all these countries (including climate change, sustainable mobility, waste, forests, nature conservation and others).

Among specific sensitive issues in Slovakia relevant for Austria belong among others the intention to construct the environmentally hazardous pipeline between Slovnaft  and Schwechat  as well as  a desire to build a hydro power  plant on the Danube river upstream from Bratislava, just short distance from the Austrian border. Related to it is the indifference of our national authorities to proclaim the Danube Region National Park as a natural extension of the National Park Donau - Auen. We would very much appreciate your personal support for this already 30 years old idea, which has broad support among activists, scientists, local and regional politicians and the general public in Slovakia. 



Your expected upcoming personal meetings with Slovak president Mr. Andrej Kiska 
provide a valuable opportunity for encouraging him to provide more vocal support for this and similar green ideas.

In conclusion, let us wish you good health and every success in your demanding role.


Yours sincerely,


           
                 Juraj Mesík					             Mikuláš Huba
the first chairman of the Green Party 			representative of the Green Party
     in Slovakia in 1989 – 1991			              in the Presidium of the Slovak
								     Parliament in 1990 - 1992

 



Dear Mr.
prof. Alexander Van der Bellen
President of Austria
Hofburg
Ballhausplatz
1010 Wien
Austria

